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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2, 4-7 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
www.pricewatch.com (hereinafter pricewatch). 

Examiner notes the use of The Internet Archive's "The WayBack Machine" at 
www.archive.org in this Office Action. The Internet Archive is a comprehensive hbrary of 
Internet sites and other cultural artifacts in digital form. The Wayback Machine is a free service 
allowing people to access and use archived versions of past web pages within the Internet 
Archive. Visitors to the Wayback Machine can type in a URL, select a date range, and then will 
be able to search and view the Internet Archive*s enormous collection of web sites, dating back 
to 1996 and comprising over 10 billion web pages. For this Office Action the Examiner found 
archived versions of www.pricewatch.com and www.dewalt.com both archived on Aug. 15, 
2000. 

Pricewatch teaches a first website (www.pricewatch.com) adapted to communicate 
product information to consumers and adapted to receive at least one product purchase selection 
from a consumer (claims 1 and 10). Reference screen shot (C), TV's page. Examiner notes that 
the screen shot includes product information and the "Buy Now" button allows for the site to 
receive a product purchase selection. 
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Pricewatch further teaches a cart transfer for transferring the product purchase selection 
from the first website (www.pricewatch.com) to a shopping cart of a second website (claims 1 
and 10). Examiner references screen shots (D) and (E). Upon selection of the "Buy Now" 
button the consumer is brought to a second website (merchant: New Technology Computers, 
INC) and specifically the information on the product is transmitted to the second website and put 
in to a Shopping Cart, as illustrated by screen shot (E). 

Pricewatch also teach one or more inputs for receiving information about consumer 
products (claim 2). Examiner references screen shot (B) and notes that pricewatch accepts inputs 
about the type of product (consumer preferences) consumer prefers (e.g. televisions). 

Pricewatch fiirther teaches a shopping cart on the first website associated with the 
consumer that maintains product purchase selections (claim 4). Examiner references screen shot 
(C); note (5) for "My Saved Ads" (in upper right hand comer). Examiner notes that this 
represents that ability to save ads or product information in a shopping cart on product selections. 

Pricewatch teaches a customer selection component adapted for consumer to select a 
second website (claims 5,10 and 11). Examiner first notes that Applicant defines a customer in 
the specification on page 4; lines 9-1 1 as "The term "customer" is used broadly to denote an 
entity that is a supplier, distributor, carries a manufacturer's products or services, retailer, or 
other." Therefore, Examiner interprets this limitation to mean that the consumer has the abihty 
to select the vendor (customer) from whom the consumer would like to buy the product. 
Examiner relies once again on screen shot (C) and notes that the third column in the table 
represents the merchant (customer/second website) and therefore pricewatch is adapted for the 
consumer to select a merchant (customer/second website). 
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Pricewatch teaches a price and availability component for receiving price and availability 
of the product purchase selection from the second website (claims 6, 12 and 13). Examiner once 
again relies on screen shot (C) and notes that column 2 includes price and *'will ship" time. 
Examiner notes that 'Svill ship" indicates that "availability" of the item (e.g. will ship 1-2 days, 
will ship same day, in stock, back order). 

Pricewatch teaches that the product purchased is an appliance (claim 7). Examiner notes 
that a TV is an appliance. 

Pricewatch teaches that the cart transfer includes passing a product identifier (claim 9). 
Examiner notes that this feature is inherent. Specifically, it is necessarily present in this system 
for the pricewatch.com website to pass a product identifier to the vendor website. There is no 
other way for the vendor website to know which product the consumer is interested in except for 
pricewatch to pass a product identifier and as such this limitation is inherent to pricewatch. 

Pricewatch teaches displaying poUcies of the customer website prior to transferring the 
product purchase selection (claim 14). Examiner once again relies on screen shot (C), this time 
note (4) which shows Languages spoken. Examiner notes that this represents a policy of the 
merchant (customer) website. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over www.dewalt.com 
(dewalt) in view of www.pricewatch.com (hereinafter pricewatch). 

DeWalt teaches a first website adapted to communicate product information to 
consumers and adapted to receive at least one product purchase selection from a consumer (claim 
1); where in the first website is a manufacturer website (claim 3). Examiner references screen 
shots (E) and (F) which show product information for a category of products (E) and then allows 
the consumer to select a particular product (F). 

DeWalt further teaches a product purchase selection transfer to a second website (claim 
1); where in the second website is customer website (claim 3). As detail in the rejection above, 
Examiner once again notes that Applicant defines a customer as "an entity that is a supplier, 
distributor, carries a manufacturer's products or services, retailer, or other", in the specification 
page 4; lines 9-11. Examiner also references screen shots (F) and (G). Screen shot (F) 
represents a product selection page for a consumer specified product. The page includes an 
"Order Now" link which transfers the consumer to a customer/vendor page, screen shot (G). 
Screen shot (G) represents the customer/vendor page (second website) and in particular includes 
only products manufacturer by the owner of the first website (DeWalt). Examiner notes that in 
order to limit the products represented by the customer/vendor website a transfer of information 
must be sent fi'om the first website (manufacturer site) to the second website (customer/vendor 
site). 

However, DeWalt fails to teach that this transfer includes a cart transfer for transferring 
product purchase selection. Pricewatch, as described in detail above, teaches a cart transfer for 
transferring product purchase selection from the first website to the second website. 
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Specifically, Examiner references pricewatch screen shots (D) and (E). Upon selection of the 
"Buy Now" button on pricewatch, the consumer is brought to a second website (merchant: New 
Technology Computers, INC) and specifically the information on the product is transmitted to 
the second website and put in to a Shopping Cart, as illustrated by screen shot (E). Examiner 
notes that pricewatch provides this feature in order to make the order process simple and error 
free for the consumer. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the information transferred from the first website to the second 
web site of De Walt to include transferring the product purchase selection as taught by 
pricewatch. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine the 
references as taught to make the order process as simple and error free as possible for the 
consumer. 

Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over pricewatch in view 
of Microsoft Computer Dictionary. 

Pricewatch teaches Pricewatch teaches a first website (www.pricewatch.com) adapted to 
communicate product information to consumers and adapted to receive at least one product 
purchase selection from a consumer (claim 1). Reference screen shot (C), TV's page. Examiner 
notes that the screen shot includes product information and the "Buy Now" button allows for the 
site to receive a product purchase selection. 

Pricewatch further teaches a cart transfer for transferring the product purchase selection 
from the first website (www.pricewatch.com) to a shopping cart of a second website (claim 1). 
Examiner references screen shots (D) and (E). Upon selection of the "Buy Now" button the 
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consumer is brought to a second website (merchant: New Technology Computers, INC) and 
specifically the information on the product is transmitted to the second website and put in to a 
Shopping Cart, as illustrated by screen shot (E). 

Pricewatch does not teach the cart transfer includes a XML transfer. Specifically, 
because pricewatch is an Internet site form or non-patent literature, it is impossible to determine 
the exact form of coding used to develop the site. 

As such Examiner relies on Microsoft Computer Dictionary to teach that XML is a 
condensed form of SGML which lets developer and designers create customized tags that offer 
greater flexibility in organizing and presenting information than is possible with older coding 
systems (page 489). In other words, Microsoft Computer Dictionary teaches that XML is an old 
and well known web/Intemet coding standard (also see definition of SGML on page 405). 

As such, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the coding of pricewatch to include XML tags and in particular to 
have the cart transfer include an XML transfer, as taught by Microsoft Computer Dictionary. 
One of ordinary skill at the time of the invention would have been motivated to modify the 
reference to offer greater flexibility in organizing and presenting information than would have 
been possible with older coding systems. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Kramer whose telephone number is (703) 305-5241. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (SAM - 5PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (703) 305-4716. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-SW9/ (toll-free). 
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